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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

i)
1 REGION §
) 77 WEGT JACKSON BOULEVARD
/] CHICAGO, IL 808043600

REPLY 10 THE ATTENTION OF:

Novenber 18, 1996
C-29A

BY FAX AND REGULAR MAIL

Rosemary McBride
Associate Gensral Counscl
Elecwric Baat Corporaton
75 Fastern Point Road -
Groton CT 006340-4989

Re:  Master Metals, Inc, Superfund Sita
Indepewxient Response Actions

Dear Ms. MeBride

| am writing to respand to your November &, 1996 lotwr and accompanying scientific document
packet to Thomas Aicarno, Remedial Project Manager (“RPM™) for the Master Metals, Inc. (“MMI™)
Superfund Site (the “MMI Site” or the "Site™), As you are aware, U.S. EPA has designated Mr
Alcamo as the RPM for the MM Sitc. Pursusnt to 40 CFR Past 300.120, the RPM “dirwets response
etforts and coordinates all other cfforts st the secne.”

As a preliminary matter, your November 8, 1996 lottar's revelation that you have unilaterally and
without such coordination removed what you apparently belleve to be your only on-Sie CERCLA
hezardous wasts from the MM Site, coupled with your corpleic omission of sy mention of this
activity during our telephone carnrversation of November 7, 1996, casts a sormewhat dimmer light on
your activites then 1 had previously perceived. Unaulhotized activitios regarding the Site, such as
those conducted on behalf of TRieotric Doat Corporstion (“EDC™) and deecribed in recent
convorastions and corrospondence, desply distuth me on sovaral kovels. You are now on notics that
any future upeuthotized activities may be doomed unacoeptable. In addition, EBC is specifically
advised to cenge entering the Site unless authorined by U.S. KPA.

AsT explained to you and Qeorge Gill during our telephane conversation of November 7, 1996, the
MM Site is extremely dangerous without regand to who may enter it. Also as | explained to you
both in that coversation, this danger is due to the presence of many factors including but not limitad
to Joad-bearing 1oxic dust setded on the ground, many Sice bullding and debris surfaces consminated
with lead and the presence of saversl prtially-demolished atid unstable structures, Any further
wauthorized activities at the MMI Sice, even if conducted by well-ained egrvimonmenial persanmne]
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%hmw may threaten further releases and may comstitute an :mezinent and
tartial codangerment 1o the pubhe healdh or welfare of the ¢environment within the mewning of
CERCLA Section 106(a).

Furtber. individual unmathorized activities ~ such ne yours — st Superfusd sitce adversely affect \),S,
EPA’s ability to focus i Limitad resources on expeditious reaponse W the risks posed by those sites.
This interfercnce with U.S. EPA's activitles becomes unmanageabie when, as at the MM Site, there
are potentially teas if not hundreds of partics that may bave an intetvst (1 conducting sicaitas
activities. [n addition, if such unsuthorized activitios arc anproperly conduous! they may exacerbate
site risks 10 human health and the ervirommont, rosult in additional health and safety risks to the
responsible PRP's employees, contractors, etc. and yitimately result in increasing, rather thay
limiting, the seaponsiblc PRP’s Liability for thw sitm.

[ also have specific concems regarding EBC’s activities at the MMI Sise. As you are aware, U.S.
EPA is preparing an Order for removal of hazardous wastes from the MMI Site. Withia |0 oalendar
days of recsipt of this facsiniile, ploase provide a letser, manifest, and sppropriate documentation
deumnomitrating that your sotitractor’s faollity in § Grove, which roccived ane (1) dram of FBC's
bazardous substances fom the MM Site, awtmmceacmommmmm..wcm
300.440.

U.S. EPA also has additionsl concerns regarding EBC’s unilatcral on-Site activities thmt could bave
bexn avoided o minimized had EBC cooedinated its activities with U.S. EPA. Such coordination
would have addresssd issues such as the has!th and sfety of your workers and the quality seusence
and quality contre! (QA/QC) of your sampling aad asalytical activities. | note Gt you have
requested U.S. EPA to review your seientific documents, which include the analytical regults of
saraples ken by your contractor. We ar= carrently reviewing thees doctments.

Finally, | wish w address a misconception oa your part the may have informed yoar decision 1
procood with uncocrdinated Sitc activitics. Your clisnt's status as a PRP was and will be evaluated
by U).S. EPA solely on the basis of whether it sont CERCLA bazardous waste — ag defined in
CERCLA Section 101(14) — to the MMI Siw. 1t is apparent from your camrcspondenss timt EBC
genersted CERCLA hazardous substanoes %o the Sita. Therefore, in thc cyes of US, EPA, EBC's
PRP suivs remains wchanged by ity recent on-Sike activities. Pursuart bo CERCLA Section 107,
PRPs are jointly and severslly Liable for all site-related responac conts.  Sew also 40 CFR Part
300.700(g).

I will be in touch with you 23 s0on 86 your materials have been given a proper evaluation, In the
meantime, you thould contider your cliest to be a PRP st this Site and comport yourseif

accordingly. If you have any questions regarding this legar or any ovher matizz you may contact me
at yout convenionce st (312) 8R6-6827.

Sincerely,
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Kris P. Vezx
Assistant Ragional Counsel

co:  Thomas Aloamo, SR-6/
Stuart Horsh, C-29A
Robert Casarcus, CCSLAG



